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Dr Kenneth Bowen on the Chorale’s Tour to Stockholm in 2003. Photo: Christopher Tinker

Tribute to Dr Kenneth Bowen
1932-2018
Born in Llanelli in 1932, Ken attended Llanelli Grammar School and then read music
at Aberystwyth University. Moving on to St. John’s College, Cambridge where he was
a Choral Scholar, he honed his musical skills and was soon in great demand as a tenor
soloist. Over the course of his career, he performed at Covent Garden, Glyndebourne,
the Proms and many other Opera houses and concert halls throughout the world. And
he sang under the baton of many great conductors such as Adrian Boult, Malcolm
Sargent and Colin Davis. The work with which he is probably most associated, however,
is Elgar’s Dream of Gerontius and he gave over 200 performances of this wonderful work.
He was also a pioneer of Welsh Music, old and new, giving first performances of works
by his great friends William Mathias, Alun Hoddinott, Grace Williams and Dilys
Elwyn Edwards and many of us still feel a tingle down our backs as we listen to the
CD of his recordings of Welsh songs Mae Hiraeth yn y Môr, which was issued in 2008.
Ken’s wonderful rendition of Elen Fwyn was also included in the CD Great Welsh Tenor
Solos. He performed at major events in Wales such as the Prince of Wales’s Investiture
in Caernarfon in 1969 and the opening of St. David’s Hall, in Cardiff in 1983. Many
young singers from Wales and elsewhere have cause to be grateful to Ken for his skills
and support as Head of Vocal Studies at the Royal Academy of Music in London.
In our own London Welsh community, Ken for many years gave freely of his time, as
founding conductor of the London Welsh Chorale and as an active member of the
London Welsh Centre. He was also a regular judge at Eisteddfodau. Current and former
members of the Chorale have many happy memories of Ken during the 25 years in
which he was our much loved and admired conductor. Under his baton, the Chorale
sang many of the great choral works, as well as newly commissioned works by Welsh
composers. Ken regularly accompanied the choir on tour and we have lasting memories
of him, for example, singing Nessun dorma in a Tuscan hilltop village. With a quizzical
look and raised eyebrow, he would also join in post-concert festivities in some local
hostelry. His last concert as conductor in 2008 was the Messiah with four of his former
pupils as soloists.
Although he spent most of his adult life in England, Wales, its language, culture, art
and music was central to Ken’s life and he was a major figure in the London Welsh
community. His musical contribution to Wales was marked by the award of an honorary
doctorate of Music by the University of Wales in 2003.
Elizabeth Siberry
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A message from Geraint and Meurig Bowen
We are sorry that longstanding prior engagements prevent us from attending this
concert. It's very touching that the London Welsh Chorale is remembering our father
in this way, and simultaneously acknowledging the close friendship and professional
connection he and William Mathias enjoyed over many years. In the latter decades of
his life, the Chorale was a central part of Ken's, and our mother Angela's, lives. In those
difficult years for a singer, the ones when the singer no longer sings for their living,
having another outlet for his considerable musicianship meant a huge amount to our
father. That this regular music-making combined so harmoniously with friendship and
good times amongst the Chorale and wider London Welsh community was nothing
short of wonderful for him.
We are organising an event that remembers the full span of Ken's life and work, through
words and music, later this year. It's on Saturday 26 October in the Duke's Hall at the
Royal Academy of Music, at 3pm. It would be wonderful to see you there. So that we
have an idea of numbers, please contact meurigbowen@yahoo.co.uk to indicate your
intention to attend. Our very best wishes for this special event.
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Geraint and Meurig Bowen

Introducing our new Vice Presidents
Owain Arwel Hughes CBE, Dr Rhiannon Mathias and Prof. Paul Mealor
We are delighted to announce that three very distinguished Welsh musicians: Owain
Arwel Hughes CBE, Dr Rhiannon Mathias and Professor Paul Mealor have recently
accepted our invitation to become Vice Presidents of the Chorale. They join our existing
President, Lord Thomas of Gresford, and Vice Presidents, Lord Kinnock of Bedwellty
and Robert Peston.

Owain Arwel Hughes CBE
‘I feel honoured to be invited to write this message for a concert to commemorate the life
and work of Kenneth Bowen. I had the privilege to conduct Ken on so many occasions,
accompanying him in oratorios in which he excelled. He was not only a supreme
professional, but highly musical, with a persona that exuded care and kindness. He was
a wonderful example and guide to young singers and the longevity of his directorship
and the high standards achieved by the London Welsh Chorale are testimony to his
influence and dedication.’

Dr Rhiannon Mathias
‘I am particularly moved that this concert, in part, marks the close friendship between
Ken and my father, William Mathias. When my parents and I came to London, we
frequently stayed with the Bowens and our visits were always animated by Ken’s wit,
humour and insights into the various goings-on in Welsh musical life. His friendship
with my father began in the 1950s, when both were students at Aberystwyth, and many
of my father’s pieces, including St. Teilo, were composed with Ken and his magnificent
tenor voice in mind. How proud both would have been to hear the Chorale’s performance
tonight with Ruairi Bowen singing the tenor role. I regret that I cannot be with you this
evening, but send my best wishes for this very special occasion.’

Professor Paul Mealor FRSA
‘I am deeply honoured to be able to write this in memory and honour of the wonderful
singer, Kenneth Bowen. Ken was, of course, one of the world’s greatest singers and
teachers; but he was also a man who greatly appreciated the importance of amateur
music-making, as demonstrated by his commitment to the Chorale for over 25 years,
sharing his love of music, and especially Welsh music, with everyone who sang with
them and everyone who came to their concerts. Long may he be remembered, admired
and loved.’
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Programme

Let the people praise thee,
O God

William Mathias
(1934 - 1992)

with Edward Kemp-Luck (Organ)

Ubi Caritas
with Edward Kemp-Luck (Organ)

Gweddi
with Helen Miles (Soprano)
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The Spring of Vision
with Helen Miles (Soprano),
Ruairi Bowen (Tenor)
and the New London Children’s
Choir

St Teilo – A Cantata
with Jennifer Westwood (Contralto),
Ruairi Bowen (Tenor), Edward
Kemp-Luck (Organ), Lord Martin
Thomas (Narrator) and the New
London Children’s Choir

Paul Mealor
(1975-)

Arwel Hughes OBE
(1909 – 1988)

Edward-Rhys Harry
(1973-)

William Mathias
(1934-1992)

Programme Notes
William Mathias (1934-92)		
Let the people praise thee, O God
Mathias’ Let the people praise thee, O God, was dedicated to Their Royal Highnesses the
Prince and Princess of Wales on the occasion of their Marriage at St Paul’s Cathedral
on Wednesday 29 July 1981. With its joyous organ accompaniment this has become a
firm favourite in many choirs’ repertoire.

Paul Mealor (1975-)
Ubi Caritas
Paul Mealor’s setting of the Maundy Thursday Latin hymn, Ubi Caritas was composed
for the royal wedding of Prince William and Miss Catherine Middleton in Westminster
Abbey on Friday April 29 2011. Whilst challenging, this piece is a beautiful addition to
the liturgical choral and concert repertoire due to its colourful chords and sensitivity to
the overall message of the text.
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Arwel Hughes OBE (1909 – 1988)			
Gweddi
Hughes was born in Rhosllannerchrugog near Wrexham and was educated at Ruabon
Grammar School and at the Royal College of Music, where he studied with Ralph
Vaughan Williams and C. H. Kitson. Following his studies at the RCM he
became organist at the church of St Philip and St James, Oxford, and in 1935 returned
to Wales to join the staff of the BBC’s music department. His duties included a great
deal of conducting, and he directed the first performances of many works by Welsh
composers, including Grace Williams, David Wynne, and Alun Hoddinott. He was also
called upon to compose, arrange and orchestrate music for live radio broadcasts. Gweddi
is a short but dramatic setting of the Kyrie text from the Catholic mass. It is set for
Soprano solo, chorus and string orchestra. Although not performed often, the London
Welsh Chorale are very pleased to return it to their performance repertoire.

Programme Notes (cont.)
Edward-Rhys Harry (1973-)
The Spring of Vision
The Vernon Watkins metaphysical poem The Spring of Vision provides the text for this
work. It is the first time the poem has been set to music. This setting is written to
commemorate the life, career and influence of the renowned Welsh tenor, vocal teacher
and conductor Dr Kenneth Bowen.
The text is a metaphysical description of a dream by Taliesin where he is searching his
life for true meaning and inspiration. In the dream he is transported to a higher plane
and is visited by unseen beings where he is given a brief glimpse of the destructive
qualities of humanity in a suggested future. Through the dream, Taliesin realises that
given enough time, man can be the bringer of love and forgiveness through belief in
God and so his life is changed through the vision. The work references Y Mae Afon
by Daniel Protheroe and ends with a setting of Mor Hawddgar or How Lovely are Thy
Dwellings as Taliesin begins his new life. The work is set for Soprano and Tenor solo,
youth and adult choruses and orchestra.
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William Mathias (1934-92)		
St Teilo – A Cantata
St Teilo was reputed to be a cousin, friend and disciple of Saint David. He was Bishop
of Llandaff and founder of Llandaff Cathedral, where he was buried. He also founded
Llandeilo Fawr, as well as the Abbey at Penally, his birthplace. At least 25 churches
and schools in Wales, Brittany, Cornwall and Devon are dedicated to him including
St Teilo’s Church, Llandeloy, St Teilo’s Church, Llantilio Pertholey and St Teilo’s
Church in Wales High School, Cardiff, while there are three villages in Brittany named
Landelau, Landêliau and Saint-Thélo after him.
Mathias was born in Whitland, Carmarthenshire. A child prodigy, he started playing
the piano at the age of three and composing at the age of five. He studied at the Royal
Academy of Music under Lennox Berkeley, where he was elected a fellow in 1965.
In 1968, he was awarded the Bax Society Prize of the Harriet Cohen International
Music Award. He was professor of music and head of department in the University of
Wales, Bangor, from 1970 until 1988.
His compositions include large scale works, including an opera, The Servants in 1980,
three symphonies and three piano concertos. Much of his music was written for the
Anglican choral tradition, most famously the anthem Let the people praise thee, O God
written for the July 1981 royal wedding of the Prince and Princess of Wales, which had
a television audience of an estimated 1 billion people worldwide.
St Teilo was given its premiere performance in Llandaff Cathedral as part of the Llandaff
Festival in June 1963, with the tenor solo performed by Kenneth Bowen, the founding
musical director of the London Welsh Chorale in its present form. It is very fitting that
we are performing the cantata tonight in memory of Kenneth, and with his grandson,
Ruairi, as our tenor soloist. The text of the cantata, by Gwynno James, is based on
episodes in the life of Teilo as recorded in the 12th Century Book of Llandaff.

Left: University of Wales, Aberystwyth Music Faculty c.1952 with Kenneth Bowen, front
row, second from left, and William Mathias, back row second from right.
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The London Welsh Chorale
The London Welsh Chorale was founded in 1983, under the musical direction of the
distinguished operatic tenor, Kenneth Bowen. Since its formation, it has gained a
reputation for musical excellence, performing a considerable repertoire of major choral
works at principal London venues, including the Queen Elizabeth Hall, St John's Smith
Square, Southwark Cathedral, St Giles Cripplegate in the Barbican, and Duke’s Hall at
the Royal Academy of Music. In addition, the choir has toured extensively at home and
abroad, from Barbados to Bangor, Brittany and Barcelona.
An avowed commitment to Welsh music, traditional, liturgical and contemporary, is a
unique strand of the chorale’s activity. Much of this music is sadly neglected and rarely
heard today, even within Wales, and the Chorale’s several recordings, including the
only commercially available recording of a lost work by Joseph Parry, have endeavoured
to keep alive the nation’s musical heritage. The Chorale is also firmly committed to
performing contemporary Welsh music, having commissioned major works by William
Mathias and Mervyn Burtch. Tonight’s new commission, The Spring of Vision, lies very
much within that tradition.
The Chorale is always keen to expand its repertoire, whether recording the theme tune
to the UEFA Champions’ League, or performing on stage with Bryn Terfel at the
Henley Festival, the Royal Festival Hall and St David’s Hall, Cardiff. The choir has
also performed on the pitch at the Millennium Stadium during the Six Nations rugby
tournament and at two matches in the Rugby World Cup 2015, one at Twickenham
and one at Wembley. Earlier this month we had the privilege of performing tonight’s
programme at the Llangollen International Musical Eisteddfod.
Dr Bowen retired as Musical Director at the end of 2008. He was succeeded by Gareth
Hancock and, in 2011, by Edward-Rhys Harry, under whose baton the Chorale
continues to develop in new and exciting ways.
The London Welsh Chorale is a Registered Charity No. 1014214
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Dr Edward-Rhys Harry – Conductor & Musical Director
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His music is published widely and is performed regularly around the world. Three discs
of his music are due for release shortly: Fusions Vol. 1 & 2, a collection of instrumental
and vocal music and Chasing Shadows, a disc of works for male choir.
Edward has directed performances, advertisements and ‘ident’ music for major television
and radio channels, as well as appearing on numerous BBC1 programmes. He has
directed the London Welsh Festival of Male Choirs at the Royal Albert Hall, as well
as international Cymanfaoedd Ganu. Following his work as vocal coach for Volgograd
Opera House Chorus in Russia, Edward was appointed Music Director of the 2019
Llangollen International Musical Eisteddfod.
Edward is the Artistic Director of Côr Siambr Cymru/Chamber Choir Wales, a
professional chamber choir, as well as his own chamber choir, The Harry Ensemble. He
thrives on working with singers and choirs of all ages and experience, and is currently
Musical Director of London Welsh Chorale, Harlow Chorus, City of Canterbury
Chamber Choir, and the London Welsh Male Voice Choir, for whom he is also principal
conductor.
A keen advocate of education for conductors, Edward works regularly with the
Association of British Choral Directors, leading workshops in singing and conducting
across the UK. He runs an apprentice conductor scheme through The Harry Ensemble
choir and is the Conductor-in-Residence of the British Sinfonietta orchestra.
www.edwardrhysharry.com | www.harryensemble.com
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Helen Miles
Soprano
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Helen was born and bred in Penllergaer near Swansea. She gained BMus and MA
degrees from University College Cardiff followed by a distinguished postgraduate
studentship at the Royal Academy of Music, studying with Marjorie Thomas. In 2015
Helen was honoured to be made an Associate of the Royal Academy of Music (ARAM)
which is awarded to former students who have made a significant contribution to the
music profession. Helen has recorded as soloist and chorister with the BBC Singers,
also in commercial recordings for the companies Chandos, Opera Rara and That’s
Entertainment Records at Abbey Road Studios. Helen has sung as soloist at all the major
London Concert Halls including the Royal Albert Hall, St. John’s Smith Square and
internationally in Brazil, Bergen and Köln as well as at the BBC Promenade Concerts.
As a Recitalist, Helen has performed at the Purcell Room and in the Crush Room of the
Royal Opera House. Her roles range from Mozart’s Countess in The Marriage of Figaro
to Violetta in Verdi’s La Traviata. Helen sings as an extra chorister at the Royal Opera
House, Covent Garden where she is currently appearing in Boris Godunov and Carmen.
In September Helen will tour to Japan for the third time with the Royal Opera.
‘I am thrilled to be singing the soprano solos in the London Premiere of Dr Edward-Rhys
Harry’s The Spring of Vision in honour of the late Kenneth Bowen and to be appearing
as soloist again with the London Welsh Chorale. Kenneth Bowen was an inspirational
singer and teacher. I am particularly grateful for his coaching and guidance to me
as a young singer and on separate occasions he adjudicated me in Competitions and
Eisteddfodau, notably at Llangollen, when I was runner up in the Young International
Singer of the Year and when I won the Gwobr Goffa Osborne Roberts, the Blue Riband
for Young Singers at the National Eisteddfod.’ - Helen Miles

Ruairi Bowen
Tenor
Ruairi started singing as a chorister at St David’s and St Paul’s Cathedrals, later
taking up a choral scholarship at King’s College, Cambridge. A critically-acclaimed
Evangelist, he recently made his debut at the Wigmore Hall with Solomon's Knot,
performing Bach's Johannes-Passion 1725 in advance of a repeat at Bachfest Leipzig
this summer. Other engagements have included Johannes-Passion arias with both
Adelaide and Tasmania Symphony Orchestras with Stephen Layton, and a Bach
Cantata Ring with Sir John Eliot Gardiner and the English Baroque Soloists,
performing BWV61, 78 and 110 at The Royal Concertgebouw, Amsterdam, the Wiener
Musikverein, the Barbican Centre and the Chapelle Royale, Versailles.
Equally at home with larger-scale symphonic works, he sang in the world premiere and
recording of Stanford's Mass Via Victrix with the BBC National Orchestra & Chorus
of Wales and Adrian Partington and recently sang Hugh in Vaughan Williams’ A
Cotswold Romance with the Lebanese Philharmonic Orchestra. Other engagements
have included Mendelssohn's Elijah in Worcester Cathedral and Beethoven's Missa
Solemnis with Ben Palmer/Covent Garden Sinfonia.
Ruairi recently debuted Prologue/Quint in Britten’s Turn of the Screw at Barnes Music
Festival and will take on multiple roles in Purcell's The Indian Queen with Le Concert
d’Astrée and Emanuelle Haïm at l'Opéra de Lille in the autumn.
Away from singing, he volunteers for the UK Refugee Council as a cricket coach and
is a keen photographer and artist. He continues his studies with Paul Farrington and
Caroline Dowdle.

15

Jennifer Westwood
Contralto
Born in Sussex, Jennifer graduated from Birmingham University with first class
honours. She trained at the Britten-Pears School and at the Royal Northern College of
Music and now enjoys a busy and varied singing career.
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In concert she has sung the Angel in The Dream of Gerontius many times in the UK and
abroad, as far afield as Hong Kong. Performances of Elijah, Messiah, Verdi's Requiem,
Rossini's Petite Messe Solennelle and Vivaldi’s Gloria have taken her to iconic venues
around the UK and continental Europe. She has sung Stanford's Bible Songs and
Rachmaninov's Vespers for Sheffield Philharmonic Chorus, Prokofiev’s Alexander Nevsky
for Norwich Philharmonic Chorus and has appeared as a Friend of the Lindsays and
Ensemble 360 in their Beethoven, Haydn and Mozart programmes for Music in the
Round Festivals at Sheffield`s Crucible Theatre.
Jennifer has sung at the main European opera festivals, notably for several summers at
The Bayreuth Festival where she sang smaller solo roles from the ensemble. In London,
Jennifer has taken roles in The Ring Cycle and Parsifal, Dido and Aeneas, Carmen, The
Magic Flute and Rigoletto.
Jennifer performs with The Royal Opera at Covent Garden each season. In addition she
has joined them for the BBC Proms and on tour to Japan. She was the alto soloist in
Saint-Saëns’ Oratorio de Noël in The Royal Opera’s Christmas lunchtime concert in the
Paul Hamlyn (Floral) Hall. She has also worked with ENO and recorded with Opera
Rara.

Edward Kemp-Luck
Organ
Edward Kemp-Luck began his organ studies in Harwich, Essex, and then trained with
Harrison Oxley at St Edmundsbury Cathedral. He was an organ scholar of The Queen’s
College, Oxford, under James Dalton and gained his Fellowship Diploma of the Royal
College of Organists while studying with Catherine Ennis at St Lawrence Jewry in the
City of London. He won the Walford Davies organ prize at the Royal College of Music
where he also studied harpsichord. He participated in international masterclasses and
studied historic organ performance practice in Holland with a scholarship from the
Rotary Foundation.
He has given concerts at St Paul’s Cathedral, Southwark Cathedral, Union Chapel
Highbury, St Mary Magdalene Paddington, Grosvenor Chapel, St John Islington,
and many other churches in London, also at Reading Town Hall, Liverpool Anglican
Cathedral, Bourges Cathedral, and St Nikolai Church in Stralsund.
Edward is active as a choral accompanist and a continuo and harmonium player; he
has toured with choirs in the Netherlands, Spain, Ireland and Cornwall, performs
regularly at the festivals in Canterbury and Presteigne, and has premièred several new
commissions. He has been associated for several years with the Addison Singers, City of
Canterbury Chamber Choir, and the London Welsh Chorale.
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Lord Thomas of Gresford OBE
Lord Thomas is the President of the London Welsh Chorale. Educated at Grove Park
Grammar School, Wrexham, and at Peterhouse, Cambridge, he graduated with an LLB
in Law and an MA in Classics. He practised as a solicitor in Wrexham from 1961–1966
before becoming a lecturer in Law. He was called to the bar at Gray's Inn in 1967, and
was appointed a QC in 1979. He became a deputy circuit judge in 1974, a Crown Court
Recorder in 1976, and a Deputy High Court judge in 1995.
Having been appointed an Officer of the Order of the British Empire (OBE) in the
1982 Birthday Honours, Martin Thomas was created a Life Peer as Baron Thomas of
Gresford on 30 September 1996, whereupon he took the Liberal Democrat Whip. Since
then he has been a spokesman on Wales and Home Affairs, and has sat on a number
of committees. His political interests include Hong Kong, China, criminal justice and
Wales.
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New London Children’s Choir
Launched by Ronald Corp OBE in 1991, the New London Children’s Choir offers a
unique opportunity for girls and boys aged between 7 and 18 to learn to sing and to
enjoy all kinds of music. Members are drawn from schools from all over London and
beyond, brought together by their love of singing.
The Choir has appeared in all the major London concert halls with some of the world’s
finest symphony orchestras and conductors, has collaborated with opera companies in
the UK and abroad, and has made dozens of recordings and broadcasts.
The Choir enjoys a wide variety of music making including touring with Lou Reed and
with Nick Cave and the Bad Seeds, and participating in numerous charity events. In
2013 the choir appeared at the Aldeburgh Festival performing Britten’s Friday Afternoons
in his centenary year as well as a set of new commissions for children’s voices. The choir
also features on the soundtrack of the 2015 Disney film, Cinderella and performed at
the 2016 BBC Proms. From the beginning the choir has commissioned new works for
children’s voices. A recent concert celebrating the choir’s 25th anniversary, featured six
new works written especially for the occasion, including Panis Angelicus by Sir Karl
Jenkins.

If you wish to engage the New London Children’s Choir, or know someone who might
wish to join, please visit the website for contact details.
www.newlondonchildrenschoir.org.uk | registered charity no. 1022141

The British Sinfonietta
Orchestra Manager: David Danford
The British Sinfonietta is one of the UK’s leading independent professional orchestras.
Since forming in 2010 the orchestra has been involved in a variety of engagements,
including classical concerts, choral concerts, televised events, studio recording sessions
and film screenings.
In recent years the orchestra has performed extensively in England, Scotland and Wales
as well as visiting Western Europe. Highlights include the London Welsh Festival of
Male Choirs at a sold-out Royal Albert Hall in London, a performance of Berlioz’
Requiem at Cheltenham Festival, screenings of Casablanca at the Royal Opera House
in London, screenings of Home Alone in Denmark, and the televised world premiere of
Adiemus Colores by Sir Karl Jenkins at the Llangollen International Musical Eisteddfod
in 2014.
Choral concerts represent a substantial number of the orchestra’s concerts, with ongoing
relationships with choirs around the UK, including choirs in Bristol, Cardiff, Gloucester,
London, Pembrokeshire, Swansea and Wiltshire.
The British Sinfonietta performed with the London Welsh Chorale for the first time in
December 2011, and has regularly done so since.
The British Sinfonietta is managed by Absolute Music Services Ltd. and is available for
concert engagements throughout the UK and worldwide.
www.britishsinfonietta.com
www.absolutemusicservices.com
mail@absolutemusicservices.com | Tel. 020 3005 4921
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Friends
The Chorale has for many years enjoyed the support of a wide group of Friends. Even
a sell-out concert rarely covers the cost incurred in putting it on. Over an average year
the Chorale promotes three major concerts in central London, giving work to many
professional singers and orchestral players and enabling us to promote Welsh music and
performance in the capital. There are three types of Friends Membership:
Supporter £50

Associate £100

Benefactor £250 and over

Friends receive free and discounted tickets, free programmes and acknowledgment of your
support in every programme. If you attend at least three concerts in a year it is more cost
effective to be a friend than not! You are also entitled to two free tickets if you successfully
encourage someone else to become a Friend, or for a successful introduction to a
London Welsh Camerata engagement.
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The London Welsh Chorale is a registered charity, so sponsors are able to benefit from
gift aid on each donation. Registered Charity No.1014214.
Benefactors

Associates

Supporters

Life Members

Paul and Jan Foster
Cerilan Rogers
Hywel Williams

Michael Ashdown
Colin and Eileen Mitchell
Jacky Oldham
Mr Peter Tew
Dilys and Tony Thomas
John & Sally Williams

Dr Elwyn Evans
Mrs Sandy Hawkings
Siân Hendrie

Susan Craig
Ken Kyffin
Dilys and Tony
Thomas

If you are interested in becoming a friend of the chorale, please contact
David Abrahams by email: friends@londonwelshchorale.org.uk

Sponsorship Programme
Our target, to cover concert costs, is around £10,000 per annum which allows us to
maintain our activities and over time, to increase and broaden them. We are therefore
looking for sponsors to help us continue performing and supporting others to do so.
There are three levels of sponsorship:
GOLD – support us for 12 months for £500. Receive four pairs of tickets per concert;
have a page in each concert programme to advertise your business and a link to your
website from ours for 12 months.
SILVER – support us for 6 months for £300. Receive two pairs of tickets per concert;
have a half page in each concert programme created during your sponsorship period, to
advertise your business and a link to your website from ours for 6 months.
BRONZE – one-off fee to advertise in our programme for a single concert: £150.
Receive one pair of tickets; quarter page advertisement in our concert programme.
Your support is appreciated.
For more information on corporate sponsorship either for the London Welsh
Chorale as a whole or to sponsor individual concerts, please contact us to discuss:
londonwelshchorale@gmail.com

The London Welsh Camarata
The Camerata is a group of experienced singers drawn from the membership of the
London Welsh Chorale. The Camerata performs at special occasions such as weddings,
parties and carol services in London and the Home Counties, to raise funds to support
the main work of the Chorale. Repertoire ranges from traditional hymns, carols and folk
songs, to sacred music by Bach, Fauré, Handel, Mendelssohn & Mozart. In particular, of
course, it features music by Welsh composers or those with Welsh connections – sung in
both Welsh and English. We are always happy to discuss repertoire and help organisers
plan the musical aspects of their special occasions. The Camerata is available for evening
and weekend events all year round. For more information or to make a booking please
contact: camerata@londonwelshchorale.org.uk
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New Singers always welcome!
Do you love singing? Do you love Wales and its culture? If so, the London Welsh
Chorale might be the right choir for you.
We are London's oldest established mixed Welsh choir. We have a strong commitment
to performing Welsh music, both old and new, but also enjoy singing music from
around the world including the great works of the classical choral tradition, from Bach
and Handel to Karl Jenkins and Eric Whitacre.
Although we aim to achieve a high musical standard, we are a friendly and inclusive
choir who have always welcomed singers of all levels of experience and ability. We never
audition and are always keen to recruit new singers to the Chorale. If you wish to join
us, then please come along to our next rehearsal.
Our Tuesday evening rehearsals will resume after our summer break on Tuesday 3rd
September 2019, when we will start rehearsing for our Classic Christmas concert. We
rehearse every Tuesday evening at 7:30pm at the London Welsh Centre, 157-163 Gray’s
Inn Road, London WC1X 8UE.
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If you are interested in joining us or have any questions about the Chorale
please contact our Chair, David Abrahams on: drdabrahams@gmail.com or 07724
894145.

London Welsh Membership
London Welsh serves to maintain in London the best traditions of Wales, its language
and literature, its legends and folklore, its culture and characteristics. The larger the
membership, the more effective the service. So why not become a member?
The annual subscription from £60 includes the quarterly issues of LWCLI magazine
and discounts on selected events. Family memberships are also available. For a
membership brochure and further information, please call 020 7837 3722.

CDs and Recordings
The London Welsh Chorale have produced several CDs. The most recent are available
at this concert or via our website.
The Chorale performed its 30th anniversary
concert on Saturday, 14 July 2012 at St Giles,
Cripplegate in London. The programme included
the world premiere performance of Joseph Parry's
Te Deum, along with William Mathias's St Teilo.
The concert was professionally recorded and the
Chorale has released the only commercially available
recordings of these works.

The London Welsh Chorale’s CD of Welsh Christmas
music, Seren Bethlehem, features compositions and
arrangements by Karl Jenkins, William Mathias, Alun
Hoddinott, and Mansel Thomas, amongst others. The
CD exhibits a wide range of styles from early Plygain
carols, to new arrangements of well known tunes and
words, to modern compositions. The CD features the
premiere of the winning entry of the 2009 London
Welsh Chorale Carol Competition, Ganwyd Iesu by
Helen Nattrass.

Cennin aur – A Century of Welsh Music includes:
Efe A Ddaw Tom Price
Gweddi Y Pechadur Morfydd Owen, arr. Rees
Yr Arglwydd Yw Fy Mugail Caradog Roberts
Dyrchafaf Fy Llygaid T Hopkin Evans
Cadwyn Gareth Glyn
Jenny Trew - Piano
Carys Hughes - Organ
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Dates for your Diary
Sunday 8th December 2019, 6.00pm
Nine Lessons and Carols
The London Welsh Centre
156-163 Gray’s Inn Road

Saturday 14th December 2019, 7.00pm
Classic Christmas

- excepts from popular Christmas choral works
St Johns Waterloo

Concert Dates for 2020
Saturday 4th April
Satudray 4th July
Saturday 12th December
All dates, times and venues are subject to change.
Please check our website for further details
www.londonwelshchorale.org.uk
Please follow us on:

Facebook

Instagram

Twitter

@LDNWelshChorale

